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Softonic review
Not the Best Free PDF Manipulator You Can Get
If you ever need a simple tool to productively work on your PDF files, PDFedit can help you out. PDFedit is a free, open-source PDF editor and a library for manipulating PDF documents released under the terms of GNU GPL version 2. It includes a PDF-manipulating library based on Xpdf, graphical user interface, a set of command-line tools, and a PDF editor. 
PDFs are Serious Business
The Portable Document Format (PDF) is a file format developed by Adobe in the 1990s to present documents—including text formatting and images—in a way that’s independent of whatever application software, hardware, or operating system. PDF files contain the complete description of a fixed-layout flat document—which already includes the text, fonts, vector graphics, raster images, and other information needed to display it. As such, it is not a text document that you can open any time and edit. Due to its compact size and complex layout, you’ll need specialized programs and apps that were meant to access PDFs. Many of those will need scripting languages to make changes with the data stored inside the files. After all, some PDF files nowadays may contain some content besides flat text and graphics—interactive elements such as annotations, videos, and three-dimensional objects can now be found in PDFs, as well. The PDF specification also includes encryption, digital signatures, file attachments, and metadata to enable workflows requiring these features. That’s why you’ll be needing PDF editing programs on hand.




So Much Work
Luckily, most editors these days come cheap, if not free. PDFedit is one of those. Designed for Unix-like operating systems, it comes with an interface based on the Qt 3 toolkit (free and open-source widget toolkit for creating graphical user interfaces) allowing scriptable PDFedit. If you’re not familiar with that, the app also supports ECMAScript. More so, you can use a command-line interface to manipulate PDF files for some parts of PDFedit. Xpdf, the open-source PDF viewer, also supports PDFedit and does the low-level processing work. 
Due to PDFs being a complex format designed for publishing output and not for any further modifications, it’s hard to access most of their content without having to work with scripting. Fortunately, PDFedit is a low-level tool for technical users. You’d need to be familiar with PDF specifications to make any huge changes, but PDFedit is supposed to be an easy program to use. However, this app cannot edit protected or encrypted PDF files. You’d need to break through those security measures first before you can use PDFedit. This app also doesn’t allow word processor-style of text manipulation because of how PDFs are locked securely, so you have to dive deep with the scripting to do so. 
Not Worth a Shot
If you’re looking for an easy editor to use without having to spend so much on it, PDFedit is one you can quickly choose. Unfortunately, while it promises a simple process at the start, it’ll quickly become apparent that when compared to other editors, PDFedit falls super flat. You’re better off trying other programs.


PROS	Open-source
	Can use command-line interface
	Supports Qt 3
	Easy work for PDF users




CONS	No tutorial
	Low-level access
	Seems incomplete
	Crashes often
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User reviews about PDFedit
	
by imperial031288 .
reviewed on February 14, 2020

it does not work correctly. its unfortunate that linux is so far superior. i mean in the linux environment you can just xpdf in the linux shell and its as easy as that. anyways nothing against the programmers of this application, it just doesnt work right or well for me. thanks though More

	
by Anonymous
reviewed on June 22, 2016

Installs well looks like its going to work but crashes when you use it.. 
I have used an earlier release on Windows XP and it worked well. Unfortunately it doesn't work on Windows 7. It fires up ok but crashes when ever you try to do anything with it. More
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Microsoft Word
Give life to your words with Microsoft Word



	


Microsoft Excel
Microsoft Excel: The leading spreadsheet and data management program



	


Microsoft PowerPoint
Microsoft PowerPoint: Create attractive presentations without complicating your life



	


Adobe Reader DC
Adobe Reader DC: The most comprehensive and downloaded free PDF viewer



	


Apache OpenOffice
Free open-source office suite
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ImageZipper Image Converter
Convert and edit images between over 60 formats, e.g. iThmb, PDF, RAW, JPEG, PNG, TIFF, ICON, GIF etc.
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PdfEditor
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Free

PDF Editor Office All In One
PDF Editor Office All In One
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Free

Perfect PDF Premium
Powerful PDF editor compatible with Microsoft Office
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Foxit Advanced PDF Editor
Effective PDF Editing Software for Professional and Private Use
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Laws concerning the use of this software vary from country to country. We do not encourage or condone the use of this program if it is in violation of these laws. 
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In Softonic we scan all the files hosted on our platform to assess and avoid any potential harm for your device. Our team performs checks each time a new file is uploaded and periodically reviews files to confirm or update their status. This comprehensive process allows us to set a status for any downloadable file as follows:
	


Clean	It’s extremely likely that this software program is clean.

What does this mean?

We have scanned the file and URLs associated with this software program in more than 50 of the world's leading antivirus services; no possible threat has been detected.

	


Warning	This software program is potentially malicious or may contain unwanted bundled software.

Why is the software program still available?

Based on our scan system, we have determined that these flags are possibly false positives.

What is a false positive?

It means a benign program is wrongfully flagged as malicious due to an overly broad detection signature or algorithm used in an antivirus program.


	


Blocked	It’s highly probable this software program is malicious or contains unwanted bundled software.

Why is this software program no longer available in our Catalog?

Based on our scan system, we have determined that these flags are likely to be real positives.



We’d like to highlight that from time to time, we may miss a potentially malicious software program. To continue promising you a malware-free catalog of programs and apps, our team has integrated a Report Software feature in every catalog page that loops your feedback back to us. 


Flag any particular issues you may encounter and Softonic will address those concerns as soon as possible. 
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